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Construction continues on the American Dream mega-mall at the Meadowlands. Mar. 29, 2019. (Andre
Malok | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com)

Sure, we've heard that developer Triple Five says its American Dream mega-mall is going to open this
summer. It's later than initially announced, but still, they promise us it's actually going to happen this
time.

But after nearly two decades of stops and starts, when so many other target opening dates from past
developers of the site went unmet -- plus that natural Jersey cynicism -- a lot of people are doubting that
a mall will ever open in the Meadowlands. 

And some even are counting the days until it goes out of business.

Jim Kirkos is not one of them. He's the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Meadowlands
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Regional Chamber of Commerce. And he called me out on something recently.

Kirkos replied to an email I sent him last month saying the tone of an article I wrote was unfair to Triple
Five.

He said that the press tends to accent the negative about American Dream as payback for the
developer's lack of communication about its progress at the site.

He's been there, and says all of New Jersey should stop making fun of the development, and start
rooting for it.

I'm always striving for balance, and Kirkos seems to have a unique perspective on the 16-year odyssey
of the project. So, I'll give him a shot. Here's why he says we should actually want the $5 billion
development to open its doors.

Jim Kirkos (Courtesy photo)

1. Rippling economic effect
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"Give these folks the benefit of the doubt," Kirkos said. Triple Five, after all only came into the fray in
2011. 

"All the regional economies grew because of (their other massive mall developments, the) Mall of
America and the West Edmonton Mall," he said. 

"Give this a chance to be successful because when it is successful it will have a great positive ripple
effect on the economies of New Jersey, the local community and the greater Meadowlands."

Plus, the American Dream is expected to bring around 20,000 jobs to the site and surrounding area,
Kirkos said.

"If we ban together and leverage this project everybody in this region benefits."

2. It's actually coming along nicely

A senior executive from American Dream invites Kirkos, and others, to walk the site every few months.

They give him and others the access so they can answer questions from their members. 

The last time he was inside was about a week and a half ago.

"They were just bringing in test dummies that were going to be used to test the roller coasters," Kirkos
said, adding that all four are built.

"I just was blown away," he said, of the tile, the design, the decor and the architecture. "It's not just
another shopping place. It's beautiful."
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There will be botanical gardens in one of the shopping areas and also over the hockey rink, he said.

3. They're perfectionists

The Ghermezian family, who are Triple Five, have been known to rip out tile because it wasn't installed
perfectly, Kirkos said, or an architectural or design element if it doesn't look as good in real life as it did
on paper.

If they like a skylight and decide they want to add more of them, Kirkos said, they'll call back the
architects and engineers, move the HVAC, get permits and deal with delays to the overall project.

"I know that has happened with a bunch of design features," Kirkos said. "If there's a construction delay,
it's because they want to make it spectacular."

And, he added, it's working.

"I got the sense that these people knew what it was to create an experience."
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4. This could make the area a primary destination

American Dream makes the area a "primary" destination, as opposed to just a place to go when there's
an event at MetLife -- or a less expensive alternative to NewYork City, Kirkos said.

"We now go from an ancillary destination to a primary destiantion," he said. 

"Then we can get people to Park Avenue in Rutherford, downtown Secaucus, the boulevard in Wood-
Ridge and Hasbrouck Heights -- places that have vibrant downtowns."

The ripple effect, he said, "is enormous."

5. Look at the experience at their other malls

Kirkos did some research back in 2012, a year after Triple Five acquired what was then known as
"Xanadu" and renamed it American Dream. 

He visited the developer's other properties -- the Mall of America in Minnesota and the West Edmonton
Mall in Canada. 

"I was blown away," he said. "I was looking for bad things and couldn't find anything."

He checked to see if the garbage pails were overly full or if the bathrooms were dirty.

"It was better than Disney," he said. "Everything was shiny and new and crisp."
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Construction continues on the American Dream mega-mall at the Meadowlands. Mar. 29, 2019. (Andre
Malok | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com)

6. The Meadowlands has lost a lot in the past decade

It lost the New Jersey Devils to Newark and the Nets to Brooklyn. The Izod Center closed. Harness
racing at the Meadowlands Racetrack has struggled. And EnCap fell apart. 

"We’ve been punched a lot times here," Kirkos said. "Is it really a wonder why we want to see
American Dream open and be successful because we know we can start to fill the void that’s been left
by the absence of those things?"

The NY Jets and Giants did invest in a new stadium. But that's just one venue. 

"In the 1970s there were multiple venues," Kirkos said. "We had a Final Four. We’ve attracted some of
the world’s biggest events. We were at the peak."

There were times in the past, he said, when he wondered if construction would ever resume. Now, he's
happy something is happening.

"I did not want to retire from this job at the Chamber 10 years from now looking at rusting steel," he
said. 

"I would've considered myself and this organization a failure if we weren’t able to advocate for
something to be done here."
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READ MORE ON AMERICAN DREAM
Have a tip? Tell us. nj.com/tips. Allison Pries may be reached at @AllisonPries. Find. Get the latest
updates right in your inbox. Subscribe to NJ.com’s newsletters.
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